A Pastor’s Perspective

| recently read the bodRride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen. | realize it seems a bit lateyn m
life to be reading a classic like that, but, to be
honest, | always assumed an Austen novel would be
too flowery to sustain my interest for very longo
| was surprised to discover how quickly her story
drew me in. Aside from some of the odd syntax
that took some getting used to, the story itsel wa
remarkably contemporary.

| suppose it is just that element of
recognition that | experienced in a book written
nearly two hundred years ago that defines it as a
classic. One theologian, David Tracy, refers to
classics as those stories which are historically
transcendent and speak with continuing clarity from
one generation to the next. Scripture, of cousse,
our central classic story.

Many people shy away from reading the
Bible because they aren’t sure it can sustain their
interest. Often the language in which scriptsre i
written, the form of English, is archaic or overly
theological. We have trouble penetrating certain
translations when the words used are different from
the ways we normally speak. When reading a King
James Version of the Bible, for instance, or even t
more contemporary New Revised Standard Version,
we can forget that originally scripture was writian
common language. The Hebrew scriptures, of
course, were written in the Hebrew spoken in its
time. The New Testament was written in what's
known askoineGreek, common Greek as opposed
to literary Greek.

The Reformers of the f%and 18' centuries
were concerned that every believer have access to
scripture. The Bible in those days in Europe was
written in Latin, which of course no one spoke.
Luther, Calvin, and several others, translated the
Bible into various vernaculars,
making the Bible a primary source
for literacy; children learned to read
by reading the Bible.
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Today we have many, many
English translations at our disposal.
Some are more helpful than others.

At North we use the NRSV. It's a reliable
translation, but certainly not the only reliableson
There are also the Contemporary English Versio
the New English Bible, the New International
Version, and the Today’s English Version or Goolj
News Bible, to name just a few. Each of these is
translation by committee from the original Hebre
and Greek. Some Bibles, such as the Living Bibl|
are not translations but paraphrases of other
translations and tend to be less reliable. Stilecs
are the works of individuals such as the Phillips
translation by J. B. Phillips or the Message by
Eugene Peterson. Both of them are direct
translations but the choices are the authors’ aweh [p
can be more theologically biased.

The point is there is no scarcity of choices
when it comes to finding a version of scripture to
read and understand. So our classic stories nee
never be lost to us. And the more we read scept
and make it a part of our lives, the more
contemporary it becomes as we encounter within
those pages the very God who inspired them. O
connection to our spiritual heritage relies on our
knowledge of the stories that have shaped us. A
we enter a new season of Advent and a new Ch
year, | hope we can let those stories speak to us
once again and mold us, as they have countless
generations before us, into the people God inteng
us to be.

And on a completely different note, thank
you all for your indulgence these past couple of
weeks in October as | have been recuperating frg
surgery. | received some wonderful notes of goo
wishes and encouragement, and a special gift fra
our Needlers group which was a welcome surprigg.
| can’t tell you how good it is to be part of sueh
caring, thoughtful community. Thank you for
keeping me in your prayers.

o Peace,
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What Happened at Session

WCF upon the receipt of a certificate of
Session met on October 5, 2009, for its regular General Liability for 2009-2010.

meeting with the following actions being taken:

Empowered the Finance Committee to hire
an attorney to investigate the status of the
corporation, with a fee limitation of $125
per hour.

Approved the Mission Committee Charter,
which states in part: “North Church is a
community of people called together in
faith, hope, and love as followers of Christ.
We reach out to those in need in the world
through our gifts of benevolence, our work
for social justice, and our words and acts of
witness. . . .”

Approved the annual Bread for the World
letter-writing campaign as part of the
Intergenerational Event on October 18 and
25, 2009.

Approved NPC MEDA microlending
account to be set up for the Alternative
[Christmas] Marketplace.

Directed the Property Committee to
ascertain NPC’s protection from liability in
terms of the activities of the Williamsville
Christian Fellowship (WCF) which meets at
North, and to waive one month’s rent from

We Celebrate the Births of:

Max Rodney Jennings son ofJon & Christy
Jennings grandson o€hris Gunther,
great-grandson qfoan Cusack Max was
born September 1.

Katherine Marie Carlins, daughter oChris
& Alanna Carlins, granddaughter of

Approved the Wednesday Morning
Musicale recital and luncheon as an event
North Church on November 11, 2009.

Recognized and applauded Elder Brad
Hahn’s having achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout, BSA.

Approved the Boy Scouts’ popcorn sale o
November 8, 2009.

Received the encouraging report from the
Administration/Personnel Committee
relative to the search for a Director of You
Ministries. Progress is being made.

Received the report of the Nominating
Committee citing a shortage of eligible
volunteers who are willing to serve on the
boards of North Church, and discussed weé
to address this problem.

Copies of the complete Session Minutes
are available in the church office
for you to read.

Flowers for
Sunday
Morning Worship

If you would like to provide
flowers for a Sunday morning
worship service, please call
Linda in the church office (632

Jim & Mary Atwood . Katherine was born 1330) for the date you would like and the wording
October 14. for the bulletin. The flower bouquets are $25, an
Linda will order them for you.




MEN'S GROUP of NORTH CHURCH

The next Men's
Group Breakfast
meeting is scheduled for
SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 14, 2009 at 8:00AMin Westminster

Hall. Professor Jerry Rising will be sharing sorfie o
his observations about local Western New York
nature and wild life. He is a SUNY Distinguished
Teaching Professor, Emeritus, at UB and writes a
weekly column titled "Nature Watch" which

appears in the Viewpoints section on Sunday in The
Buffalo News. His interests include bird watching,
camping, hiking, biking, canoeing and conservation.
The pre-Thanksgiving breakfast will be prepared
and served by the usual bunch of turkeys in the
kitchen at a cost of $5.00 per person. The men from
Amherst Presbyterian Church will again be meeting

with us so please join us for this interesting and
seasonal-related topic. Sign-ups for this meeting
will be on November %tand &' following Sunday
morning worship services.

The Breakfast meeting on October 17 featurec
enlightening presentation by Jonathan Lacey,
Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation[FBI]. Jonathan, who joined North
Church with his family in 2004, was able to presefpt
with some understandable limitations, an insider’
view of the history, priorities, organization,
recruiting and common misconceptions of the FBf}.
The content of his presentation and his answers {p
the many questions asked by the 32 men in
attendance resulted in a better understandingeof
FBI's role in the security conscious world in whic
we live.

Attention Women of the Church: Scrap, Craft and Chat
Please join us for an evening of relaxing fgBbip, as we begin the evening with a prayer/réffac
and work on our hobbies togetha€ome Sunday, November 15 from 6-9 pm to the Librs.
We will each make a card or two that will bedi®y Karen Hopkins to bring greetings to membérs
our congregation. Bring a small snack to pass.
Call or e-mail Debbie Hutton- 688-4658dsnyder97 @yahoo.cam

Ruth/Mary Circle

We will meet on Tuesday, November 10 at 9:30
am in Building 2 of Presbyterian Village. Joan
Secor will lead Horizons Bible Study - Joshua.
Come join us!

Martha Circle

Martha Circle will meet in the Library on
Tuesday, November 10 at 2:30. We will continue
with the study of the Book of Acts. Please readsAct
1:8-28, using the study guide provided in September
by Rev. Bigler. Please feel free to bring your
favorite study Bible to the meeting.

We will also be collecting paper products foe t
Bethel Presbyterian Closet, which distributes food-
stamp-exempt supplies to the unemployed in South
Buffalo. Members are asked to bring a 4-pack
of bathroom tissue, or two boxes of facial tissioes
the November meeting.

For more information or to request a copy &f th
study guide for the Book of Acts, please contact
Sylvia Bigler.
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Habitat for Humanity®

Women Build 2010
Habitat for Humanity/Buffalo

WHAT : Meeting for interested volunteers to
learn about the project.

Thursday, November 12, 2009

North Presbyterian Church in
Westminster Hall

7:00pm

WHEN:
WHERE:

TIME :

For more information - contact Norma Hendersorjat
688-8054 or call the Habitat Office 204-0740.



You've read the brochure, heard the fully fund the Proposed 2010 Operating
messages in worship but still you wonder by ¥ o Budget of $503,821 that the Session has
- why is making a pledge so X 2Y Veec,  adopted.

important? .
Your pledges and donations support thig

Well there are many reasons. First, asa?’ s, % ministries of North Church — the staff,
those who have promised to love and - e &  choirs, Church School and Adult
serve God, we have accepted Christ’s call \Q Education, youth groups and mission — as
to responsible involvement in the bl well as continuing to maintain, heat and
ministry of the church. The Book of o light the building that serves as the hub o
Order of the Presbyterian Church, those ministries. 2010 like every other yepr
(U.S.A)) tells us that we are to support AXA in the past presents a financial challenge [jor
the work of the church by the giving of AWAKE MY SOUL North Church but it is a challenge that
money, time, and talents. We are called working together we can overcome and
as disciples of Jesus the Christ to prayerfully continue to make North Church a community of
consider our responsdlaking a pledge helps us to believers who hear, learn, sing and live the Wdrd(p
remember our responsibility as a part of North God in everything that we do.
Presbyterian Church.

Please prayerfully consider your 2010
There is also a business reason for pledgirng commitment to God and the ministry of North

ministry of North Church is supported mainly by Church. Talk with your family about how you will
your giving. Support of the Proposed Operating respond. Complete your pledge card and bring it o
Budget is based upon your pledges. For 2010 we worship with you on Sunday, Novembét. 1

need pledges of at least $370,000 to go with the
other donations and income (mainly interest from
our investments and a transfer from Unrestricted
Reserves to fund the new youth staff position) to

Then attend the Gala Reception, celebrating o|fr
gratitude for the abundant gifts we have received
from God, which will follow both Worship

Services.

North Church Receives 2009 Founder's Award From TRY

On September 25 10 members of North Church is a vibrant church in action. The Mission
attended the TRY (Teaching and Restoring Youth)  Committee and all its parishioners are a model o
Founder’'s Award Dinner at Salvatore’s Italian what it means to be living the beatitudes each’dal.
Gardens. The award was presented to North After the dinner, we heard from three young
Church by Sister Janet Dipasquale. We want to women about the difference that TRY has made
share with you some of what she said that evening: their lives. All of these women whose lives were

“North Church is a congregation that does not shattered were able to find at TRY the assistance
simply talk the talk — it also walks the walks. €lih they needed to rebuild their lives and to become
commitment to TRY has resulted in their providing productive members of our community.
us with monies for a room makeover, gift We share this information not to pat ourselves
certificates for clothing and school supplies and the back but rather to point out to all of you what
movie passes along with many other things that difference we can make in this community by our
would make any young girl feel special. In ongoing commitment to mission. Thank you Nor
addition, they have given money toward the Church for what you have done and continue to gp
ongoing operation of TRY. This parish community  as a faith community.
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Next Kid’'s Ministry Team

Meeting Bible Marking Breakfast Party
Tuesday, November 10 at 6:30 PM November 15, 2009

in the Library 9:30 in Westminster Hall
KMT is looking for people interested in For the third graders who received their Bibles
joining our committee. Come to the meetin this year and their families and friends, this is a
to find out what we have to offer or call Erin wonderful time together to enjoy good food, go
Kahler (839-3963) for more information. company and most of all, look into The Good
Thank you in advance. Book!
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Tuesday Morning Bible Study
At 11 am on Tuesdays in the Library Pastor

Hennessy will be leading a Lectionary based Bible

Study looking at the following Sunday’s scripture

readings.

November 3— Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Psalm 127;
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44

November 10— 1 Samuel 1:14-20; Hebrews 10:11-
14; Mark 13:1-8

November 17 — 2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12;
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37

November 24— Jeremiah 33:13-16; Psalm 25:1-10;
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36

What's So Amazing About Grace?
Sundays at 9:30

through November 22 in the Library

In this ten-session DVD, award-winning author
Philip Yancey offers intimate glimpses of God’s
life-changing grace. Using candid interviews with
real people, he illustrates the power of God to
forgive the most horrible deeds, love the unloving,
and redeem the seemingly irredeemable. He takes
your study group for interactive, gut-level
encounters with radical, life-changing grace. iphil
Yancey serves as editor-at-large for Christianity
Today magazine. He has written twelve Gold
Medallion Award-winning books and won two
ECPA Book of the Year awards for What's So
Amazing About Grace?

Bible Again
For the First Time
Sundays at 9:30
November 1 - December 6 in the Chapel

led by Rev. Lucille Weaver
Nov. 1 - Who is Moses?
Exodus 3:1-12; Exodus 4:10-16
Nov. 8 - The Bible and Cecil B. De Mille
Exodus 5:1-9, 22-6:1; Exodus 14:15-25, 30
Nov. 15 - How Do We Say Thanks to God
Deuteronomy 5:1-9, 11-13, 16-21,
Deuteronomy 16:1-8
A contemporary Passover Service
Nov. 22 - Worship in Ancient Israel
Leviticus 8:1-13; Leviticus 25:8-21, 23-24
Dec. 6 - How To Grumble Against God
Numbers 11:1-6, 10-15; Numbers 14:1-12

Do You Wish To Join
North Presbyterian Church?
Our Fall Inquirer’'s Classes will be held on

. Sundays, November 1, 8, 15 at 9:30 AM in the

i Resource Center. New members will join on

. November 22 at the 10:45 worship service. |If
you have interest in learning more about North
i Church and/or are interested in joining, please

i contact Mitch Roemer (688-6464) or the church
 office (632-1330).

Saturday, November 7, 9:30 am - 1:15 pm
Orchard Park Presbyterian Church, 4369 S. BuffaloGBchard Park

Join us for Worship, Living & Engaging with The WipiSpirituality, Study & Song
For people of all generations!

Call the Presbytery Office for more information6éi8-1995.
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Mark Your Calendars

The 2010 RHINO Project to New Orleans
will occur from March 29 to April 4, 2010.
This is more than six months away but it is

not too early to check your calendar and to
begin planning to be a part of the North
Church Team that will go to Rebuild Hope in
New Orleans. Please talk to any of the 2009

participants if you have questions. We woulg Habitat Housing Ministry
love to have you join us. N
orth Church members who have never
volunteered at Habitat, ask “WHY?”
Every member should know that we are called
be faithful disciples by showing our faith in the

Job Openmg ' ' community. One way to do this is to volunteer wigh
Journey’s End Refugee Services is seeking to Habitat.

hire a Medical Case Manager to work with the staff This Christian housing ministry has been buiig
and the refugee community. The position is full- in Buffalo since 1985. Men and Women over 16
time and requires a Bachelor’s degree in Social years of age find many jobs to match their skill
Work or a related field. levels. We have qualified families working on theg

Further information is available on the Joutsey “sweat equity” hours. We have donated houses i
End website at www.jerswny.org. need of rehab work. We need more volunteers liffe
you to help us move the jobs forward.

Contact Bob Henderson 688-8054 for more
information.

HUNGER STILL .
MATTERS First Saturday Work Day

North Church volunteers are scheduled to wor

Due to the continuing economic crisis In ou on Saturday, November 7, 2009

country, the Mission Committee will continue
our emphasis on hunger throughout another Place: 23 Palos, our current work site.
church year. In order to provide food assistance _ .

to people in our community, we are asking Time:  8:30 AM until 7?7

North Church members to bring non-perishaljle Work -
food to church each Sunday. Each week as|you

shop, add at least one additional item to your Please wear rough clothes and sturdy shoes. Bijng
food cart and bring it with you to church. Some  water and a bag lunch.

of the food will be taken to the University
Church Food Pantry but some of it will be kef COME WORK WITH US.
here on our food shelves so that we can offer it

to people who walk into our church for
assistance.

a variety of jobs

Directions Kensington West (Route 33) take Grid|r
Street Exit. Top of ramp, turn right. At
Kensington, turn right. Go one block to Palos
turn right. Go to 23 Palos.
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Select gifts that give the world a presentrcRase meaningful life-giving gifts that suppor
people in crisis, locally, nationally and intermaially. Consider gifts that preserve or restorg
our endangered planet. There are gift ideas fery@ne on your gift list.

Some of your favorite organizations will berthe The Heifer project, Friends of Night

People, Meals on Wheels, Faces of Buffalo, Keviesktdiouse, Church World Service and
Both Your Hands jewelry and crafts.

Order forms are available in the Church Offacel the Dickinson Room. If you are unable
join us for the festivities on November 8, fill cart order form and mail it to the church.
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@ - Contribute muffins, coffeecake, cookies for theetntional Café at the (4
b Marketplace. Sign up in Westminster Hall on Sund

Help in Westminster Hall the day of the Marketga
Sign up in Westminster Hall on Sunday.




“I AM ABOUT TO DO A NEW THING; NOW IT SPRINGS FORTH ” (Isaiah 43:19)

The Nominating Committee recently began the vital work of discerning active NPC members to serve as elders and
deacons for the Class of 2013. Elders and deacons strengthen and nurture the life of our congregation and oversee
programs that serve the needs of our NPC family. The Class of 2013 will begin serving in March 2010.

In this new chapter of our journey as a community of faith, please prayerfully consider people, including yourself , who
feel called to leadership and service at North, following the example of Jesus Christ. Reverend Hennessy and the NPC
staff will train the newly elected elders and deacons prior to their installation or ordination.

Please write names where indicated on the lines below and place this form in the offering plate or drop it off in the church
office. You may also give names to any member of the Nominating Committee via phone or email. In addition, please
don't hesitate to reach out to any member if you have questions about how deacons and elders serve or about the
nominating process.

Nominating Committee
Kerri Bigler Phone: 741-4347; email: kbigler@buffalo.edu
Randy Bigler Phone: 741-4347; email: ribigler@roadrunner.com
Sue D’Angelo Phone: 689-5752; email: sjdangelo@hotmail.com
Duncan Hemink (moderator) Phone: 741-8845; email: dhemink@msn.com
Norma Henderson Phone: 688-8054; email: tefnorma@yahoo.com
Janet Mazzio Phone: 204-8114; email: janet.mazzio@ey.com
Rob Powell Phone: 510-3031; email: finalscore421@aol.com

DEACONS
Deacons provide and oversee programs that serve the needs of the NPC family. They minister to those in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress. The gifts of deacons include spiritual character, brotherly and
sisterly love, warm sympathies and sound judgment.

The Board of Deacons meets at 7:00 PM on the second Tuesday of each month. The term of office is three years.

ELDERS
It is the duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strengthen and nurture the faith and life of the congregation committed
to their charge. Gifts of elders include faith, dedication and good judgment. Installed elders serve on the Session and
Session committees.

The Session meets at 7:00 PM on the first Monday of each month. The term of office is three years.

Deacon Nominees Elder Nominees




From Our
Parish Nurse

MY EXPERIENCE
WITH SHINGLES

What is Shingles/Herpes Zoster? Shingles is & vira

infection of the nerve roots. It causes pain androf
causes a rash on one side of the body, left ot.righ
is most common in older adults and people who
have weak immune systems because of stress,
trauma, injury, certain medicines (i.e.
chemotherapy) or other reasons. Most people who
get shingles will get better and will not get ibay
Guess what? | have had shingles twice now.
Shingles occur when the virus that causes
chickenpox starts up again in your body. After you
get better from chickenpox, the virus sleeps (is
dormant) in your nerve roots. In some people it
stays dormant forever. In others it wakes up when
disease, stress, or aging weakens the immune
system. It is not clear why this happens.

Symptoms- Headache, sensitive to light or you may

feel like you have the flu but no fever. Then you
may feel itching, tingling, or pain in a certairear

A rash may then appear in a band, strip or small
area. The rash then turns into clusters of blisters
These blisters are filled with fluid and then crust
over. Just like the chickenpox we all had when we
were young. It takes 2 to 4 weeks for the blisters
heal and they may leave scars. Some people only
get a mild rash and some do not get a rash at all.
The two times | had the shingles, | had a mild case
| had the rash, itching and blisters but only in a
small area. My concern is that the next time, éréh
is a next time, it could be much worse. | did sge m
physician and asked if | could get them again. He
said it was possible but there was no way to tell f
sure. He recommended | get the shingle vaccine.

If you have not had chickenpox and have not gotten

the chickenpox vaccine, you can get chickenpox if

you are exposed to shingles. Someone with shingles

can expose you to chickenpox if you come into
contact with the fluid in the shingles blistersydfu
cover the shingles sores with a type of dressiag th

absorbs fluid and protects the sores, you can pteve

the spread of the virus to other people.

There is no cure for shingles, but early treatment
may help you get well sooner and prevent proble
Call your physician as soon as you suspect you
have shingles. If you begin treatment 1-2 days of
seeing the rash, you have a lower chance of havi
later problems.

There is a shingles vaccine called Zostavax. ltis
recommended for persons 60 or older and you o
need one dose. The trick is to find where you ca

obtain this vaccine. Most physicians do not catrry
because it is very, very, expensive and comes in|p
multiple vial/multiple shots. This means you have
have several patients that want the vaccine oillit

be wasted if you don’t use it up in a limited tingm

| began my quest for Zostavax. Most of you kno

love a challenge and never give up until | have a
answer or a solution.

First | called my physician and he did not have it.
Then | called my insurance company and they gg
me two leads. The first one was ECMC. So | callg
them. They have an immunization clinic and
Zostavax is available for $285.00. You must pay
front and then get reimbursed from your insuranc
company if they will reimburse you. You need to
check this first with your insurance company. The
you get on a list for the Zostavax and they call yo
when they have enough people so they can use t
whole vial of the medicine.

Second, there is a place called Traveler's Health
and Immunization Center, located at 297 Spindrif
Drive, in Williamsville. The cost there is $240.00.
Why the difference, who knows. Here too, you m
pay upfront and get reimbursed by your insuranc
company. Most insurance companies have a for
you need to submit, so be sure to obtain this for
and have your physician, ECMC or the clinic fill it
out. That way you should have no problem gettin
reimbursed. | am going to receive my vaccine Ocj}.
19. I'll let you know how it goes and if there are
any side effects. As always, check with your
physician first before you decide to receive any
immunization.

God’s Peace and mine,

Your Parish Nurse




Turkey Baskets 2009

As we mentioned In the September North Star, tHeetubasket project this year will be operating olulNorth
Church. As in the past, Temple Beth Am and Temm@th&ion will be working with us.

Once again, we would like to remind you that if §fens have their special turkey offer again ther ye
(purchasing a turkey for a reasonable price, withiimum purchase), we would appreciate church negab
and possibly your neighbors and friends, purchaagumany turkeys as possible and storing them Satiday,
November 22, when the various agencies pick ufp#s&ets at North Church . Last year we had to @seh
over 400 turkeys, so the more turkeys we can get fiWegmans under their special program, the lessilve
have to buy. IT IS ALSO IMPERATIVE WE KNOW HOW MANYURKEYS YOU ARE DONATING so
that we know how many we have to purchase. Wealdlh need volunteers with freezer space to shaset
turkeys until November 22 ALSO, KEEP THOSE DASH’'s TAPES COMING, we recef&50 for every
$100.00 worth of tapes and you response has beswbglming.

You may contribute financial support, frozen turkewydividual items or a complete basket. A basketuld
include the following and should be delivered tatRaChurch on Sunday morning, November 22nd by@0:0
a.m. as the agencies begin pickup after the 10m5service

1 frozen turkey 2 cans of vegetables 1 beverage

1 can cranberry sauce 1 bag sweet or white pEdato 1-2 boxes stuffing

1 beverage 1 bread / rolls 1 dessert (brevimk?)

1 or 2 cans fruit
Optional items: Soup, gravy, relishes, napkins, et
No perishablesesides=ROZEN turkey.
Cash donations, if in the form of a check, showddrade out to North Presbyterian Church and inei€atkey
baskets on the check. There will be sign up sheatgestminster Hall following each service starti@gtober
18 and there will be Turkey Envelopes in the péwdinancial donations. If you need any items gidkup
please call Cindy Adams at 688-1538 or Anne Mcllab$88-4781 prior to November™2

Please fill out and put in offering basket or sigrup in Westminster Hall.

Will contribute complete turkey basket

Will contribute financial support

IF NEEDED will have freezer space

IF NEEDED will pick up donated items

Will be available to work either Saturday
Nov. 2T or Sunday Nov. 22¢ if needed




